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~~I ~ Ear'ly on the morntng. of 31 January 1968, the 812th NIVA Regim'ent x d'L-

supporting. elements launched a. concerted attack on the provincial capit~J.

of QU~dng Tri. The attack was part of'the eney's general TTT 0ffensivb !ihicb-

*engulfed all of South Vietnam in a 'wave o~f violence. The initial enemr -force

to Penetrate the city was a platoon sized unit from the 10th Sapper Battalion

which began infiltration on the evening of 30 January. Its mission was to

commit acts of sabotaqe and destruction within the citv coincident w..ith an

aittack by ground troops from the 812th Regiment, (14, K(5 and K6 battalions),

14th- VC Main Force Battalion, and the 808th 'IC Main Force B.attalion. The

enmi attack was to have started at 02006 hours on 31 January, ant-I accordi.71v

ti~e Sappers went into' Action at that time,. necessarily reveeJling thleir pre-

sende and intentions. The ground attack by the 812th Regiment was deLr.yed

because of navigational difficulties imposed by the rain swollen streams andH the inexperience of the participating troops. The intern-Al defense forces of
the city, composed of popular forces aind elements of the First ARVIN! Regiment,

were thus able to concentrate on the sappers before the maifi attack, killing

or, capturing the majority- of them. The preimatLwe actio)n of the sappers alerted

the:cits defenders to the impending attack.

The 812th Regiment attacked at 0420 hors on 31 January on a multipleH roft. X-4 Battalion attacked from the east, penetratincr the city at several,
points., K-4 was to make the main attack wit h its objective being the left

gbtp of 'the Nang, Tni Citadel Wall and the Sector Headouart'-'rs. K-4 was to

destroy the artiller' unit within the compnound and occupy the prison. Afterp
~i aK-.4 'would withdraw and be rep .Laced by K-6. K-6 Balion attacked

from the southeast through the la Vang Thuong complex (YD 360491) coming

[into the, city on a route between the railroad and Highway 1. ,Its mission was

to attack the La Vang Base Irea. The K-5 Battalion wais the resziment,-:1 reserve

and abs to, occupy positions southeast of Quang Tni City in the vicinity of

Hai Lang (YD 430490). See Sketch "tA".,



*The 814th 8n (MF) was to plav a secor-arv role in the -.t+.ck o~n 'ur, -

k-~ Tn, being subordinate to the 81l2th Regiment durirr, the overpt1 'n. U~pon ceIm-

pletion of the occupation of Q.-Ano Tri, the AJ~th (K-.14) 73attalion (YF) vofte

occupy the whole city i-llowlng the 81l2th Regiment to rcticplov in. crescent -

formation on the southern side of Quang Tni to block ARVand 16 Forces

coming from Hue.

The 808th (K-8) MF Battalion apmearted to have a supporting r--le dur.'ng

the attack. Its mission was to block ARVN- units from rein forcing the city I
from the north and to reinforce the K-14 Battalionl's actions or. the n-nrthern

portion of the city. K-8 made a feeble attem~pt at both of these missions

during the course of the battle,

The brunt of the attack fell upon the dof'endinL, ARVI Forces In and around

the city, composed, not only of the 1st ARV1N Regiment snd their attached APO

T rP b Ut. also on the 9th WNV Airborne Battalion and Police and Popular

force elemients. The 1st ARVN~ Regiment had two battalions and the nparachute

biattalion oriented north and northwest of the citir protectinr revollti,nar

development areas. One battalion 'was locatd M- lonp. route 555 northeast of :

Quang Tnj while one battalion was in the city itself. The Airborne Battr..Uon

'wa lo an theTri Buuty Area (YD 34535)

unable to take over the city., they were exerting a terrific amount of pres-

sure ori it'Is def ender~i, and by noon of the 31st the outcome of the battle

renaindd inr the balance. See Sketch "B". L $
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Shwt17 after noon, on -31 January, the Province. Advisor, 'Mr Robert,

"h2Aa conference with *ihe let, Brigade,, lot Cavalr7r Division Cawanderp I Colo-

nDl d V Ratnadte 6ior US advisor to the.13t ARN 'egiment, M Jor

uoui tai he ensW hd ifilratd a lesta battalion and that the df

Ain foceswer bd~vin eedofassistance. lit that time it aprae.

that the enguy was- reinforcing fian~ the east and that -he hn~d established hi.s

fire -support -positions -on the eastern and southern fringes of the city. S3ee

Skech"C"* ecgnizing the gravity of the situation, Colonel Rattan with

the concurrence of General Tolson, the Division Conu'andpr, asereed to reori cnt

his brigade'and attack to the east- of. the citv..

-The 1st Brigade, lspt. Cavalry Diision, had arrived n th e Q9uanMr Tni area

on 2 Jnuryhaving, moved up from 1*ie-Phu l~i .after initia lly denloIn on

17;.Januaryfo BngSn The Briga de's mission upon arrivral in their new

location was to move into the area South of CNuark Tri and p-repare to launch

an attack into the enenyts Base Area 101 which is, located roughly 15 kilo!-

meters southwest of Quang Tni City. One of the brigade's ad itii. mssions

wyas 'to protect the. aiproaches into the city from the south and southwest.

'The brigade, was not oriented to a role of protecting the citY itself. When

the attack came, on 31 Januar7 all of, its elements were lqcated to the Smith

and west of the bity with one fire base as fV away as-20 kilometers west of

the, city. The brigade Headquarters, LZ Betty and its oth ei' LZIs, in addition

to the ARVN -base camp at La 'Vang, had- been under sporadic rocket and mortar

-Attack, since before dawn. Despite these handicaps.,the rnriiadn was able to

'react extrely, quickly to the chanped situat ion., The 1/8 Cavalry renmined

'in, the 'northern part of Base Area 10)1 to protect the fire baies which had

been established. The l/502 Airborne Battalion,. which was under the operat-

ional cczftrol of the Brigade, continued its base defense mission 'with all of
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0 i*.' e ieints. This left the 1/12 Cavalry and 1/5 Cavalry free to meneu';er

against the attacking ineW.

Mr Brewer indicated the most probable locations of enemy infiltration

and support positions, and accordingly, landing zones were selected on or ad-

Jacent to them by Col Rattan. The assault areas were selected for the PurpoSes

of reducin the enemr s reinforcing capabilitv in the city by blocking the

avenues of apyroach; eliminating his fire surrort capabilitv by landi-g on his

support areas; and blocking or impeding.the withdrawal of his forces alredy

engaged in the city. At apporximetelv 1345 hours, the battaU.-*ns were eirectel

to launch their air assaults as soon as possible with priority on lift as-

signed to the 1/12th. Additonal aircraft were reouested from di-w.sion resources

and the I/9th Cavalry Squadron and MA ships were alerted.

By 1555 hours, 1/:12 Cawalr. -had air assaulted its RB Cqyany to an LZ

east of Quang Tri City north of the villae -of Than An Thai (YD360250). Imme-

diately 'thereafer, C Company was air assaulted southeast of the village (YD

359508) and B Company 1/5 Cavalry under the 12th Cavarv Is control was landed

north of B 1/12 Cavalry (YD 358538).

On landing, C 1/12 immediately began receiving intense fire from an est-

imated enemy compary, fire being brought on the helicopters as they came in.

The contact lasted until about 1900 hours as the surprised and confused enemy

fought C Company with machine guns, mortars, and recoilless rifles. After sus-

taining'heavy casualties, the enemy broke contact leaving 29 bodies. B CoM-

Pam 1/12 Cavalry also 1ecame siaed shortlv after it hal landed. The fiht•

lasted until abnut. 2000 hours when the enemy broke contact, le-v.hnp 31. bodies

behind. The 1/12 Cavalry air assaults straddled the heav vea~ons Suprort of

the K-4 Battalion. The enemy battalion thus found itself heavily en'aged on

the eastern edge of Quang Tri by the ARVN, and in its rear amonq its su-Dort

elements by 1/12 6avalry. Caught between the two forces, it was ouickly ren-

dered ineffective. 4f
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Short3jy after the 1/12th Caalry launched its attack, t. and C Ckt ef,

1/5th Cavalry, air assaled southeast of Ouang Tri. C Comanv landed near

'the village of" Thong Thuong Xo (YD 372494) and became heavily enqaged by" "

1-O houis as- they searched north of their LZ. A Ompany, 1/5th Cavalry,

lar.ed just south of Highway 1 and established a blocking position (YD372493),

to interdict ai* enea efforts to' use the road. C Ccmpany 1/5th Cavalry's

contact coupled with aggressive, hard hitting support from Aerial Rocket

A. iillery, and the 1st Brigade scout helicopters, created pandemonium in the

"K- Battalion rear. Like its sister battalion, the K-6 found itself wedged

between ARVN -Fces, and Cavalrymen, and sustaining a terrific poun.inq from
the air. and artillery. See Sketch "f".

As darkness fell, it became apparent tha+ the shattered enemt had had

enough, and he was attempting to break contact and withdrew. It was difficult

for arge units to infiltrate' through the. Cavalrw companies, and his forces

rapidly br9ke-down into small goups, some individuals even atteni'iing to
get away among.-the owds of fleeing refugees. Contacts were made throuqghout

the. night with many small enemy groups tr1inq to zet out of the city. Through-

out the-First of .Feruary, the disorganized enemy units so-g)'t to avoid

contact and. move away from the city. They had suffered a terrible mauling

from the IRVN defenders within Quang Tri and had been smashed and demoralized

-by the air- assaults, gunships, and' ARA of the lst Cavalry Division. Although

well equipped, they appeared to be inexperienced and. were obviously completely

unfamiliar with the Jir Cavalry techniques of warfare. Aerial Rocket Art-
lllery and helicopter gunships experienced unusual success against enen-y

troops ,suffering the loss of only 3 aircraft to enemy groundfire. The

ene troops would attemupt to play "dead" as a helicopter approached, seldom

attempting to return fire, A further example of their inexperience is that,

T. their mortar gunners frequently forgot to extract the shipping plugs from
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'7 their"rounds before firing, thus firing numerous duds.

By noon on 1 February, Quang Tri City had been cleared of the enenvs

and the ist Brigade immediately initiated the pursuit. Moving in ever in-

creasing concentric circles with the city as the hub, Brigade elements re-

lentlessly harried the demoralized enemy. A Ccmpar~V, 1/502d Airborne, made

a heavy contact with a large well armed enenw force south of Niang Tri near f

a large cathedral (TO 340480) killing 76 of the enemv with the help .of ARA

and the 1st Brigade Scouts. D Cnmpanv, 1/12 Cavalry, was air assaulteA into

the battle area, and made henvv contact with an enem force near the Sona

Nhung River (YD 377524) east of Ouang Tri. Other units of the lt Brigade

made numerous smaller contacts throughout the day. The pursuit was to-be

continued throughout the first ten days of Februarv, lone after Pu,-.ng Tri

City itself had been successfully defended.

The original enmq plans, made long before the ist Brigade arrived in

the Quang Tri area, obviously did not consider the mobility combat power of j
an air cavalry brigade. Although the enenV knew that the 1st Brigade was in

the area after 25 January, he must have either ignored te brigade or figured

that it was deployed so far to the southwest (in Base Area 101) that it

could not react quickly enough to influence the battle.

It became apparent during the battle that the enemy did not realize

how vulnerable he would be if caught in the open by the Cavalry ginships

and ARA ships. Also, he was not used to the Cavalry scouting technioues,

with armed H-13s and gunships flying detailed arme4ieconnaissance missions

at tree top level.

The city of Quang Tri vas without doubt nne of the major objectives of

the TET Offensive. Its successful defense was )ne of the hirghlivhts of'

allied engagements taking place during the crucial period. Three me ot

factors contributed to the allied success:
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ja The teracius defense within and around the city by the RVT  ,fce jO

to include the various"PF, RF, and reconnaissance and National Police units.

b. The timely and accurate teaical intelliience :f enenrw locations

* provided to the 1st Brigade by Mr. Brewer, the Senior Province Advisor,' at

- noon on the 31st.

c4, The unique ability of the 1st Cavalry Divisi on to completelv cbhang

I the orientation -of units and to attack -in a 1O decree opposite direction on

extremely shot notice.

The enemq paid a hi?h price for his failure. .During the nariod 31.

January to 6 February' 1968., the enevy suffered the following l-sses.

KIA by ARVN 553 (Mostly on 31 Jan in Ouang Tri)

?W by ARVN 65

_ VWPIS captured by ARVN' 245

KIA by 1st CAV DIV 381

PW by Ist CAV DIV 3-
WPN3 .captured by 1st CAV -DIV 86

Enaw. KIA 914

PW 86

-WPN captured 331

hNote: .753 82rm and 36 B-40 rocket rounds were also captured bv the

ist Cavalry units east'.and southeast of Quang, Tri during the ,peri.od 31

January to 6 February.

h,-



410
gad

01
/WK.~RN/Wmv



)

Are/

IL



IIL
'Ol

~5k~reA60a

V& 0

y A.4#

jO



[
[

1 6
I I A

A) - - ~~-~---1~ *

I
i

-~ 6 Sk~7~z# ('SQ)) S

j 1
A.. +4 7

~1i "A--- 4'

~r[I' I
ii'

4,

~A

//



Security Classiflcat -

DOCUMENT CONTROL DATA - R & D(Sowly lasiicaio o fll. 6* f bsrat ad rmexnganntaio mstbe ntre wentheovral eprt s 08119;
t. ORIGINATING ACTIVITY (Cotpfpet author) Ias. REPORT SECURITY CLA6SIFICATIONIUnclassified
HQ, OACSFOR, DA, WahIitn .C 01

3. REPORT TITLE WahagoD .201b.GUP___[

Combat After Action Report - Op QUANG TRI, 14th Military History Detachment, 1st1
________Cavalry Division (Airmobile)

4. DESCRIPTIVE MOT*(2p of"Portamhwlualv. dol.) 31 Jan -6 Feb 1968
Experiences of unit engaged in counterihsurgency operations, -
S. AUTHORISI (PIFFet flea,. iddt. 014110If lact 11110100)

Col, 14th Military History Detachment, 1st Cavalry Division4

3. REPORT DATE 1 pi 16 .W. TOTAL No. OF PAGES bNOOPRS
1 Apri 196812

A.CONTRACT OR GRANT NO. go. ORIGINATOR'S 14EPORT NUMPERtS)

b. PROJECT NO. 68XO50

C. N/9b. OTHER REPORT NOISI (Any other nwrtbera, that o.y be assigned
rei fport)

d.I
__ _ __ _ _ ___0._ _ _ __ _ _ DISTRIBUTION__ __ __ __ __ ITTMN
11. SUPPLEMENTARY NOTES 12. SPONSORING MILITARY ACTIVITY 4

N/A OACSFOR, DA, Washington, D.C. 20310

I). ASSTRACT

12

NOVO I47 UNCLASS IFI ED

DD IN-J 7
seut *1siicto



/7" The following items are recommended for inclusion in the Lessons Learned
Index:

ITEM 'I

* SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

**PAGE #

ITEM 2

SUBJECT TITLE'

FOR OTRD #

'PAGE # _.,_ _ _.. .. _ _

ITEM 3

SUBJECT 'TLE

FOR OT RD # -" _

PAGE # __

ITEM 4

SUBJECT TITLE____

FOR OT RD .# •

-PAGE #

ITEM 5

SUBJECT TITLE

FOR OT RD #

PAGE #

* Subject Title: A short (one sentence or phrase) description of the item
of interest.

** FOR OT RD # : Appears in the Reply Reference line of the Letter of Trans-
mittal. This number must be accurately stated.

***Page # : That page on which the item of interest is located.

ti__________________________________________



II

- .. . .a- .. - -FOLD' 41

WPARTMRNT O THIC ARMY PosrAGE AND M PAID

OACSFOR D.PAWMV4r OF THIE ARMY

Washington, DX. 20310

I OPPI~IAL BUSINMSS
Office of the Assistant Chief of Staff for Force Development

ATTN: Operational Reports Branch

Headquarters, Department of the Army

Washington, D.C. 20310

DA tUW 11. 1 AMw A Mu1US IEITMCS Of THS141' AE onmOUTL

-FL

* V

I *1


